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Today’s Gospel follows immediately after the Gos-

pel proclaimed last week, in which Jesus taught 

that he was the vine and that his disciples were the 

branches. In the example of the vine and the 

branches, we learned that our union with Jesus will 

lead to fruitful service. Today’s reading extends 

this teaching to describe the kind of service that 

Christians are called upon to offer to others. 

When John wrote this Gospel, his community was 

influenced by a set of religious beliefs called Gnos-

ticism. It appears that one of John’s intentions was 

to distinguish Christian belief from the beliefs held by the Gnostics. Evidence of this can 

be found in today’s Gospel. 

One of the tenets of Gnostic teaching was the importance of knowledge, or gnosis, as the 

determining aspect of faith. We read today’s Gospel as a response to this teaching. In 

John’s Gospel, we hear Jesus affirm that he is known by the Father and that his disciples 

will know the Father by knowing Jesus. In this passage, however, Jesus reminds his disci-

ples that this knowledge is to be expressed in love. Those who know Jesus well—and 

Jesus says that his disciples do know him—will love one another. Knowledge leads to 

love, which leads to action. John reminds his community that Jesus taught that love is the 

sign of a true disciple and, thus, a true Christian. Even more, a true disciple shows a par-

ticular kind of love, sacrificial love. 

In the Greek, there are two words for love that are used in this passage. The first is 

agape. The second is philia. The first word is most often used to describe love for other 

persons and for God. It is understood as the highest and most perfect kind of love. The 

second word is used to describe the affection of friendship. In this context, John appears 

to use these words as synonyms. The root of the Greek word for friend comes from this 

second term for love, philia. By using this word, Jesus transforms the terms of his rela-

tionship with his disciples and redefines for them their relationship with God. In the He-

brew Scriptures, faith in God made one a servant of God. 

Here Jesus teaches that his relationship to his disciples is based on friendship, not servi-

tude. 

Another aspect of Gnostic belief taught that a believer was an elect person, chosen and 

set apart from the world. John reminds his community that Jesus also taught that a disci-

ple is one who had been chosen—one who had been chosen by Jesus. To be chosen by 

Jesus, however, is not to be set apart from the world. Instead, to be chosen by Jesus is to 

be sent to serve the world as he did. The disciples of Jesus were chosen and were sent 

into the world to bear fruit by serving others, by sacrificing for others, in love. 

This reading, like last week’s, is part of Jesus’ Last Supper discourse. In the con-

text of John’s Gospel, these words are spoken before Jesus’ Crucifixion. We read 

his instruction to the disciples in light of his death and Resurrection. We know that 

Jesus himself gives us the greatest example of the kind of love and service that 

he teaches to his disciples. He has, in fact, laid down his life for his friends, for his 

disciples, and for us. Through his death and Resurrection, we have received the 

grace to love others as Jesus has commanded. 
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Mass Schedule 

Sunday  9:00 am 

Tues & Thurs 9:00 am 

Adoration  

Mass Intentions 

May 11th          Anthony Hales 

May 13th          Bobby Thompson 

Sacraments 

Baptism -  By appointment at least 8 weeks prior.  

Contact Karen Meiring  at  406-9973 

Reconciliation—After Mass Sundays, and by ap-

pointment 

Marriage - 6 month preparation period as required 

by the diocese. See Fr. Armstrong 

 



~ STEWARDSHIP ~ 

Last Week 05/2/2021 $2,890.00 

Last Year 05/3/2020 $2,140.00 

Total for  August 

  

           $12,029.00 

 

 

Monthly Fiscal Year Budget $10,844.58 

  

 St. Joseph Ministries  

May 16, 2021 

Readers Linda Rauch 

Ushers Judy Curtin, Lynnette Currie,  

Johnny Watts 

Servers  

EMHC  

Rosary Maureen Bounds 

  

 
Birthdays 

 

Kathy Cloutier  5/10 

George Miceli  5/10 

Jasmine Rizk  5/12 

Mary Ann Toennisson  5/13 

 

 

   

   

    Anniversaries 

Wendell & Marian Wojdak

 5/9 

 

                      

 Please pray for our parishioners 

  Mary Lou Waruszewski, Penny Hosford, 

Denise Dziura, for all that have received  

Prayer Shawls-Comfort Blankets and those 

in our Book of Petitions 

 

 

 Mission Statement 

 

St. Joseph Catholic Community strives to 

strengthen the Kingdom of God thru our worship, 

service to others, spiritual growth and evangeliza-

tion. We are a family-oriented, welcoming commu-

nity, with Christ as our focus. We participate with 

and support the greater community in works that 

encourage strong families and community devel-

opment. Our growing family includes all age 

groups, caring for each other's needs. 

                         

St Joseph Small Faith Community Scripture Studies   

 

Tuesday  10:30am weekly- Jesus: the Way, the Truth, and the Life 

Contact Charley McDonald at 457-3818  Finished until further notice 
 

 

2nd & 4th Thursday of the month  Hebrews: the New and Eternal Cove-

nant 7:00 pm,  Contact Beverly Froning  865-607-3627. 

 

If any parishioner is interested in joining an ongoing Scripture Study, 

please contact the group facilitator for details. 

Time to register for the Knoxville Diocesan CCW Convention. 

Registration forms are available on the CCW Board in the social hall or 

on kdccw.org.  The convention opens June 10 at the Sacred Heart Cathe-

dral. St Joseph CCW reimburses the early registration fee for all women 

of parish who attend the convention. Mass for all women of the dio-

cese who died during the past 2 years will be held Thursday, June 10 at 

5:00 PM. Two women from St Joseph will be remembered: Mary Stolte 

and Mary Jane Minch. For questions, see Nikki Kapolka  

============================================================ 

St Joseph CCW is preparing 2 baskets for the KDCCW Conven-

tion silent auction. One has the theme of "Tea Time" which includes 

items relating to having a tea (teas, cookies, napkins, teacups, etc.) and the 

other is "St Joseph, the Worker" which includes carpentry items. Dona-

tions for either basket can be placed in the box in the social hall before 

June 6. For questions, see Karen Meiring. 

=================================================== 

National Council of Catholic Women is raffling a beautiful quilt. 

Tickets are $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00. To purchase tickets, see Sally Jack-

son. 

=================================================== 

The parish is selling a 30" white electric whirlpool 

range ($175), an under-the-counter stainless whirlpool 

dishwasher ($175), a set of gas logs ($150) and a 25 

foot by 11-foot carpet at the rectory. The appliances 

were purchased in 2019 and have not been used 

much. We also are selling a queen size bed including 

box springs and mattress, a love seat, 3 large chairs and two 75 inches tall 

18 inch deep and 30-inch-wide illuminated cabinets for $150.00 each. Also 

for sale is a 32 inch by 45 inch pedestal table. Please call or see Sally Jack-

son (865-599-0137) to see or purchase any of these by May 12. 



  

 

Mass Intentions - For Mass intentions, 
contact Sally Jackson or Louann Lawrence 
in the office. 865-494-7746 
 

Parishioner Registration - New to the Par-
ish? Welcome!  Please register. Ask  an ush-
er for a registration form.   
 

Eucharistic Ministry Visits - contact 
Lynnette Currie - 865-494-2260 or the office 
to schedule eucharistic visits to home or hos-
pital. 
 

Sacristan (Altar Care) -  Contact Margaret 
Donaldson  603-1487 to help with altar care. 
 

Second Collections May 16, 2021– Catho-
lic Communication Campaign 
 

HOW TO CONTACT US 

St. Joseph Website You can read each week’s 

bulletin online, http://www.sjnorris.org 

Calendar Events please fill out the form that is 

on the Parish Office door.  You can slip it un-

der the door of the Parish Office.   

Bulletin Announcements: Complete  form  on 

office door  or email  bulletin@sjnorris.org by Wednes-

day at 12:00 pm 

 

You can view an updated calendar by going to 

sjnorris.org and clicking on 

Calendar 

If you are on Facebook, 

check out the St Joseph 

Congratulations to Colin Batchelor, and Brooks Reid on 

receiving their First Holy Communion 

As Catholics, we know that the Holy Eucharist is the source and summit of our faith: 

it is the Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Pope 

Francis has called it the "Sacrament of Love": 

"The Eucharist is at the heart of 'Christian initiation', together with Baptism and Con-

firmation, and it constitutes the source of the Church’s life itself. From this Sacra-

ment of love, in fact, flows every authentic journey of faith, of communion, and of 

witness." 

For children who are preparing to receive their First Holy Communion, this is a big 

deal. And for all of us, no matter how many times we have received Our Lord in the 

Holy Eucharist, it should always be a big deal. 

=========================================================== 

Mother’s day is always a special day but every day 

should be the same when it comes to mothers. If 

you consider everything your mother has done, 

does and will always do for you, one day of celebra-

tion and prayer is surely not enough. Be encour-

aged to pray for your mother and other mothers 

every day, and your prayers will make a big differ-

ence to the world we live in. 

St Joseph’s Corner 

 
John Paul II in his apos-

tolic exhortation “The 
Guardian of the Re-
deemer” calls Joseph 

the just man. What 
does that mean? It 

means that he was a 
holy man. A righteous 

man. A man of hones-
ty, integrity, and virtue. St. Joseph is the 

greatest and holiest saint after the Blessed 
Mother herself. In fact, some of the Doc-

tors of the Church said that there was no 
grace ever given to any of the Saints 

(except Mary) that was not given to St. 

Joseph as well. 

Spiritual Life Inspiration   

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 

Happy Mother's Day!  As we celebrate our mothers with flowers or pre-

sents or prayers, let us remember that the Mother of Jesus, Son of God, is 

also MARY,: OUR MOTHER! 

"Find out for yourself by personal experience the meaning of Mary's maternal 

love. It is not enough just to know that she is our Mother, and to think and talk 

about her as such. She is your Mother and you are her child. She loves you as if 

you were her only child in this world. Treat her accordingly. Tell her about 

everything that happens to you; honor her and love her. No one will do it for 

you or as well as you."  Catholic News Agency 

 

The next Prayer Shawl/Comfort Blanket gathering will be 

TBA. All are welcome. The Ministry offers Prayer 

Squares. Prayer Shawls and Comfort Blankets for ba-

bies, youth and adults. Items are available for all those 

wanting to experience the Lord’s healing, love, peace, 

Senior Moments gatherings have been canceled until 

further notice any questions please contact Charley 

McDonald at 457-3818 

DEATH IN THE FAMILY:  If you would like St. Joseph to share in your grief in 

the event of a family member’s death, please officially notify  the parish office. 

A Mass will be offered for the deceased at a date convenient to the family.    



May 31, 2021 - June 5, 2021 

Location: Covecrest Life Teen Camp  

The Diocese of Knoxville Office of Youth and Young Adult 

Ministry invites all high school youth (rising freshmen - gradu-

ating seniors) to join us for an unforgettable week-long sum-

mer camp experience designed specifically for Catholic 

youth. May 31- June 5.   

================================================== 

St. Mary’s Legacy Clinic is hosting an open house as a part of 

its 2nd annual Mobile Clinic Replacement Fund Campaign. The 

Open House will be on May 8 from noon to 2 p.m. at the St. 

Mary’s Legacy Clinic Warehouse located near Divine Mercy 

Catholic Church. Address: 10919 Carmichael Rd. Knoxville, 

TN 37932. Beverages and snacks will be provided. We hope 

you can join us! Please RSVP by calling the SMLC office at 

865-212-5570 or emailing at info@dioknox.org. 

========================================== 

Job Opening: Administrative Assistant/Translator 

 

The Office of Hispanic Ministry is seeking a full time bi-

lingual Administrative Assistant/Translator. The ideal candi-

date will possess excellent oral and written communication 

skills, excellent interpersonal skills, and above average com-

puter skills. See full description at https://dioknox.org/

apostoladohispano 

 

 

for a more detailed itinerary and registration information contact 

Lisa Morris 865-567-1245 or lisam@select-intl.com 

Diocese and Community Happenings 
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