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This Sunday we continue to read from the sixth chapter of John’s Gospel, but not continu-

ously. Our Lectionary omits John’s report of Jesus’ walking on water. This event is reported 

much less dramatically in John’s Gospel than in the Synoptic Gospels. After the feeding of 

the multitudes, the disciples leave in a boat and Jesus follows them. The disciples are said to 
be terrified by what they see. Jesus reassures them and rejoins them. In today’s Gospel, we 

learn that the crowd has noticed the departure of Jesus and his disciples and so seeks them 

out in Capernaum. In the dialogue that follows between Jesus and the crowds, Jesus unfolds 

for us the gift of himself that that he gives in the Eucharist. 

In today’s Gospel, there are four exchanges between Jesus and the crowd. In the first, the 

crowd, having followed Jesus to Capernaum, asks a very matter of fact question: “Rabbi, 
when did you get here?” Jesus replies by naming their motivation in pursuing him. They have 

been fed. Jesus acknowledges this, yet challenges them to see beyond the fulfillment of their 

material needs. The crowds have followed Jesus because they have been fed. They ought to 

be seeking out Jesus because he can give them eternal life. 

As the second dialogue begins, it seems that the crowd might be on their way to accepting 

Jesus and his mission. They ask: “What can we do to accomplish the works of God?” Jesus 
replies that they must have faith in the one sent from God. But in the third dialogue, the 

crowd reveals their inability to see Jesus’ true identity. They ask Jesus for a sign so that they 

might know that Jesus is from God. How strange this sounds since Jesus has just fed more 

than 5000 people. What more is expected? 

But the crowd cannot see beyond the surface of the sign. They show this in their interpreta-

tion of the sign that came from Moses. In their description, they identify Jesus with Moses, 

as if to say, as Moses gave the people manna in the desert, give us a sign so that we will 
know that you are from God. They are looking to identify a prophet without realizing that 

God is standing before them. Jesus corrects their misinterpretation, saying that the manna 

received by their ancestors came from God. As God fulfilled their ancestors’ needs in the 

desert, so God has provided them with food for eternal life. In the bread that they have 
received from Jesus, they have received physical nourishment and also spiritual nourishment. 

Jesus wants the crowd to see beyond the surface to the One who provides true nourish-

ment. 

The conclusion of the dialogue reveals the crowd’s blindness. They ask for what Jesus has 

just told them they have found: “Sir, give us this bread always.” Jesus answers plainly that he 

himself is the Bread of Life they seek. Jesus himself is the Bread of Life who will satisfy every 

hunger and thirst. This is the first of several such statements found in John’s Gospel. We 

understand these better when we remember that God revealed his name to the people of 

Israel as “I am,” as Yahweh. Jesus is now claiming this name for himself. In the weeks ahead, 

we will see the offense that this gives to the people. 

August 1, 2021  

Church Contacts 

Pastor:  

Fr. Richard Armstrong    rarmstrong@dioknox.org          

Sacramental Emergencies: 865-621-8499 

Deacon Dan Hosford 865-603-9682                        

Secretary: Louann Lawrence  bulletin@sjnorris.org  

Office Hours: Tue–Wed-Thurs–8:30-12:30 

 

Parish Council 

Bill Ross– Chairperson (Spiritual Life) 

Elizabeth Hamby- Vice Chair (Parish & Family Life) 

Lynnette Currie– Secretary (Social Action) 

Dennis Curtin- (Administration)  

Mike Ferkany (Faith Formation) 

Al Lesar (Communication) 

 

Committee Chairperson 

Altar Servers Patti Ferkany - 426-2627 

CCW  Nikki Kapolka-414-3966 

Columbarium  Eric Rauch - 223-9788 

Finance  Eric Rauch - 223-9788 

Liturgy  Margaret Donaldson - 603-1487 

Maintenance  Mike Ferkany - 248-505-4778 

Rel. Ed  Cheryl Ridenour - 320-7942 

Youth  Heidi Poore - 680-6151 

Spiritual Life Beverly Froning - 607-3627  

Cursillo                    Dick Shriver-384-2133 
 

Mass Schedule 

Sunday  9:00 am 

Tues & Thurs 9:00 am 

Adoration  

Mass Intentions 

Aug 3                  Frances Dolan 

Aug 5                   Carlos Sweeney 

Sacraments 

Baptism -  By appointment at least 8 weeks prior.  

Contact Karen Meiring  at  406-9973 

Reconciliation—After Mass Sundays, and by ap-

pointment 

Marriage - 6 month preparation period as required 

by the diocese. See Fr. Armstrong 

 



~ STEWARDSHIP ~ 

Last Week 07/25/2021 $5,870.00 

 

Last Year 07/27/2020                                                  

 

$2,621.00         

Total for  August 

  

           $12,029.00 

 

 

Monthly Fiscal Year Budget $10,844.58 

  

 St. Joseph Ministries  

August 8, 2021 

Readers John Froning, Margaret  

Donaldson 

Ushers Eric Rauch, Bill Donaldson 

Servers Morgan Perry, Michael Curchy, 

Mike McGee 

EMHC Cheri Ridenour, Tony Ridenour, 

Deacon Dan 

Rosary John Froning 

  

 
Birthdays 

 
Connie Melton  8/2 

Al Lesar  8/3 

John Mosca  8/3 

Jean Miller  8/4 

Keeley Reid  8/4 

Katie Lawson             8/5 

Kathy Welker             8/7 

 

  

    Anniversaries 

Bob & Nikki Kapolka  8/4 

 

  

 Please pray for our parishioners 

  Mary Lou Waruszewski, Penny Hosford, 

Chuck Kuhens, Susan Baker,  for all that 

have received  Prayer Shawls-Comfort 

Blankets and those in our Book of Petitions 

 

 
     

 Mission Statement 

 

St. Joseph Catholic Community strives to 

strengthen the Kingdom of God thru our worship, 

service to others, spiritual growth and evangeliza-

tion. We are a family-oriented, welcoming commu-

nity, with Christ as our focus. We participate with 

and support the greater community in works that 

encourage strong families and community devel-

opment. Our growing family includes all age 

groups, caring for each other's needs. 

                         

On hiatus until fall 

St Joseph Small Faith Community Scripture Studies   

 

Contact Beverly Froning  865-607-3627 for more information. 

 

 

 

CCD Registration will be held August 22 and 29 for all children 

and youth of the parish. 

=================================================== 

Rev. Richard Armstrong will be available to meet with you by ap-
pointment now that he is no longer working at the diocese. Please call 
him at 865-621-8499 or email rarmstrong@dioknox.org to schedule ap-
pointments preferably at least a day in advance. 
======================================================= 

PARISH SURVEY  

 

St. Joseph Parish Council   
Please turn in your completed survey today. 
The information from those completed surveys will be used 
to initiate further discussion between members of the council and pa-
rishioners, who will be brought together in small groups in coming 
weeks.   
  
The purpose of the surveys and discussion groups is to learn about the 
needs of the parish and formulate a plan about how they can be met.  
Your help is appreciated.  
========================================================= 

 

The PARISH DIRECTORY  
We’re in the process of putting together a new parish directory. There will be a 

limited number of printed editions, while it will also be on the parish website — 

password protected.  

 

If you haven’t already given us your information — names of people in your fami-

ly, address, email address and phone number — please do so. We are still having 

mail returned for lack of proper address.  

 

Once we get the information gathered, we will work on scheduling photo ses-

sions with each family.  

 

There is no charge for anything associated with the directory.  

======================================================== 

 

Thank you to all your children and volunteers 

who attended Vacation Bible School! 

 

 

 



  

Mass Intentions - For Mass intentions, 
contact Sally Jackson or Louann Lawrence 
in the office. 865-494-7746 
 

Parishioner Registration - New to the Par-
ish? Welcome!  Please register. Ask  an ush-
er for a registration form.   
 

Eucharistic Ministry Visits - contact 
Lynnette Currie - 865-494-2260 or the office 
to schedule eucharistic visits to home or hos-
pital. 
 

Sacristan (Altar Care) -  Contact Margaret 
Donaldson  603-1487 to help with altar care. 
 

Second Collections August 15, 2021–
Diocesan Catholic School Tuition Support 
 

HOW TO CONTACT US 

St. Joseph Website You can read each week’s 

bulletin online, http://www.sjnorris.org 

Calendar Events please fill out the form that is 

on the Parish Office door.  You can slip it un-

der the door of the Parish Office.   

Bulletin Announcements: Complete  form  on 

office door  or email  bulletin@sjnorris.org by Wednes-

day at 12:00 pm 

 

You can view an updated calendar by going to 

sjnorris.org and clicking on 

Calendar 

If you are on Facebook, 

check out the St Joseph 

page.  

St Joseph CCW 

Please drop items off this week in the 

parish social hall. 

If you could help move items from 

the religious ed building to the social 

hall on Monday, see Karen Meiring or 

Sally Jackson. 

Workers needed. Come when you 

can and have fun. 

Funds from the sale benefit many parish activities and local, national 

and international charities. 

=================================================

Congratulations to Bo and Kelly Dake and brother, Jackson 

on the Baptism of Jason Samuel Dake today 

================================================= 

DIOCESAN CATHOLIC TUITION  

SUPPORT 

August 15, 2021 

Second collection or scan the code. 

St Joseph’s Corner 

 

Hail, Guardian of 

the Redeemer, 

Spouse of the 

Blessed Virgin 

Mary. To you God 

entrusted his only 

Son; in you Mary 

placed her trust; with you Christ became 

man. Blessed Joseph, to us too, show 

yourself a father and guide us in the path 

of life. Obtain for us grace, mercy and 

courage, and defend us from every evil. 

Amen.  From Living Faith, July, August, Sep-

tember 2021 

Spiritual Life Inspiration   

"Do you see the Glory of God in your life?"  
"Oftentimes this is a real struggle.  We can easily become aware of all the problems we 

face and can focus in on them.  As a result, it is often easy for us to miss seeing the 

glory of God in our lives.  The feast of the Transfiguration that we celebrate this week 

is a commemoration of the fact that Jesus literally revealed His glory to three of the 

Apostles.  He took them up a high mountain and ...became dazzling white and radiant 

with glory.  This was an important image for them to have ...in preparation for the very 

real image of the suffering and death Jesus was about to undergo. One lesson we should 

take from this feast is the fact that the glory of Jesus was not lost on the Cross.  Lord, 

May I see Your glory especially in difficult times.  Jesus, I trust in You!"  Catholic Daily 

Reflections Website 

The next Prayer Shawl/Comfort Blanket gathering will be TBA. 

All are welcome. The Ministry offers Prayer Squares. Prayer 

Shawls and Comfort Blankets for babies, youth and adults. 

Items are available for all those wanting to experience the 

Senior Moments gatherings will meet on Thursday 

August 5 at 10:00am at Cracker Barrel in Rocky Top. 

Any questions please contact Charley McDonald at 

865-457-3818. 

DEATH IN THE FAMILY:  If you would like St. Joseph to share in your grief in 

the event of a family member’s death, please officially notify  the parish office. 

A Mass will be offered for the deceased at a date convenient to the family.    



Diocesan Youth Leadership Camp         
Sept. 17-19 

The Diocesan Youth Leadership Camp for high schoolers will 
take place Sept. 17-19 at Ocoee Retreat Center. Cost: $110, 
additional $10 for transportation. Activities include low ropes, 
zip line, climbing wall, adventure mud race, bonfire, adoration, 
speakers, music, and sports. Click here for more information 
and to register. Deadline in Sept. 3. Download flyer here.   

========================================== 

  

CATHOLIC CHARITIES CAREER 
OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Catholic Charities of East Ten-
nessee has several full-time Ca-
reer Opportunities in the Knox-
ville area: 

 

                Program Leader – Samaritan Place & Children’s 
Emergency Shelter 

                Program Coordinator – Horizon House & Five Rivers 

                Bi-Lingual Client Specialist – Pregnancy Help Center 
Knoxville 

                Grant Administrator – Administrative Office 

                Maintenance Technician – Knoxville Area 

 

For more information, please visit ccetn.org/job-listings. 

 

 

Support Catholic Schools Collection August 15! 

Our diocesan Catholic schools need your support!  COVID affected the educational 

landscape for our students this past year, but our Catholic schools demonstrat-

ed creative efforts and grace to face these new challenges. Over 3,100 Catholic 

school students in our diocese benefit from a holistic education that focuses on 

formation, spiritually, emotionally, socially, physically, and academically. While 

76% of public school students in the 2020-2021 school year across the state of 

Tennessee received no educational program, 100% of our Catholic school stu-

dents continued their educational studies through the efforts of our Catholic 

schools’ teachers and administrators. Given the current economic situation, the 

need for supplemental tuition support has doubled over the past 5 years.  A 

record $5.2 million dollars in tuition support was given to families this past year.  

 

Help ensure all children have the opportunity to enjoy a Catholic school edu-

cation by ‘Sharing in the Spirit’ and supporting our Catholic Schools Tuition 

Support Collection.  To make a gift, place your gift in the offertory at Mass the 

weekend of August 15, visit www.dioknox.org/schools-collection, or scan the 

QR code  provided to quickly make a donation!  
========================================== 

 

Retrouvaille 
A lifeline for marriages 

(Tom & Pat Ackerman) 
(nrv3043@gmail.com) 

(800-470-2230) 

You Can Help Your Marriage – 25% of sur-

veyed couples say they are ‘Happily Married’.  For everyone else, there is 

Retrouvaille.  Are you frustrated or angry with each other? Do you argue 

… or have you just stopped talking to each other? Does talking about it 

only make it worse? Retrouvaille helps couples rebuild their marriages.  For 

confidential information about or to register for the next program begin-

ning with a weekend on Sept.3-5, 2021.  Call 800-470-2230 or 615-523-

0631 or email: nrv3043@gmail.com or visit our web site at 

www.HelpOurMarriage.com.  

 

 

 

Diocese and Community Happenings 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/zwdvdh/zglqe5/rajmq9
https://t.e2ma.net/click/zwdvdh/zglqe5/rajmq9
https://t.e2ma.net/click/zwdvdh/zglqe5/72jmq9
http://www.dioknox.org/schools-collection
mailto:nrv3043@gmail.com
http://www.HelpOurMarriage.com

