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In today’s Gospel, we continue to hear Mark report the miraculous healings that Jesus per-

formed in Galilee. The Gospel begins with Jesus healing a man with leprosy. Leprosy is a 

disfiguring, infectious skin disease that has been surrounded by many social and religious 

taboos throughout history. In 1873, the cause of leprosy, also known as Hansen’s disease, 

was identified. We now know that leprosy is caused by a bacterial infection. Although it is 

infectious, modern medical studies have shown that transmission is more difficult than pre-

viously thought. Since the 1940s, medical treatments have been available, and the patient 

no longer needs to be isolated once long-term treatment has begun. 

 

In Jesus’ time, however, religious and social taboos dictated the behavior of those with 

leprosy and other skin diseases. The Law of Moses provided for the examination of skin 

diseases by the priests, and if leprosy was identified, the person was declared unclean. 

People with leprosy lived in isolation from the community. They were instructed to rip their 

clothes and to announce their presence with loud cries when moving in the community. If 

the sores of leprosy healed, the Law of Moses provided a purification rite that permitted the 

person to return to the community. 

 

In today's Gospel, the man with leprosy took the initiative, approaching Jesus and asking 

for healing. In doing so, the leper violated the religious customs of the day by approaching 

a person who was clean. His request to Jesus can be interpreted as a courageous and 

daring act. The confidence of the leper in Jesus' ability to heal him is evident in the words 

of his request. But his words can also be read as a challenge to Jesus, asking just how far 

Jesus was willing to extend himself in order to heal someone. While healing the man, Jesus 

touched him, which also violated established social norms. This is an important sign of the 

depth of Jesus' compassion for the man and an important statement about Jesus' interpre-

tation of the Law of Moses. 

 

Although Jesus touched the leper, he did not break completely with the Law of Moses. He 

instructed the man not to tell anyone about the cure and told him to present himself to the 

priests as prescribed by the Law of Moses. The first instruction sounds nearly impossible to 

honor. Certainly, the man would want to share the good news of his healing, and his quick 

improvement would require an explanation. The second instruction honors the Law of Mo-

ses. 

 

Mark's Gospel tells us that after this healing, it became difficult for Jesus to travel freely. 

There are several possible explanations for this. There might have been concern about 

the repercussions of Jesus' breach of social and religious norms. In touching the man with 

leprosy, Jesus made himself unclean. Mark's narrative, however, leads to the conclusion 

that Jesus' movement was hampered by his popularity. Despite his instructions, the cured 

man spread the word about Jesus' healing power. Even when Jesus was in deserted plac-

es, people sought him out in search of his healing. 

 

February 14,  2021 
Church Contacts 

Pastor:  

Fr. Richard Armstrong    rarmstrong@dioknox.org          

Sacramental Emergencies: 865-621-8499 

Deacon Dan Hosford 865-603-9682                        

Secretary: Louann Lawrence  bulletin@sjnorris.org  

Office Hours: Tue–Wed-Thurs–8:30-12:30 

 

Parish Council 

Bill Ross– Chairperson (Spiritual Life) 

Elizabeth Hamby- Vice Chair (Parish & Family Life) 

Lynnette Currie– Secretary (Social Action) 

Dennis Curtin- (Administration)  

Mike Ferkany (Faith Formation) 

Al Lesar (Communication) 

 

Committee Chairperson 

Altar Servers Patti Ferkany - 426-2627 

CCW  Kathy Morin - 230-1390 

Columbarium  Eric Rauch - 223-9788 

Finance  Eric Rauch - 223-9788 

Liturgy  Margaret Donaldson - 603-1487 

Maintenance  Mike Ferkany - 248-505-4778 

Rel. Ed  Cheryl Ridenour - 320-7942 

Youth  Heidi Poore - 680-6151 

Spiritual Life Beverly Froning - 607-3627  

Cursillo                    Dick Shriver-384-2133 
 

Mass Schedule 

Sunday  9:00 am 

Tues & Thurs 9:00 am 

Adoration  

Mass Intentions 

February 16th    Repose soul of Bobby Thompson 

February 18th   Repose soul of Mary Stolte 

Sacraments 

Baptism -  By appointment at least 8 weeks prior.  

Contact Karen Meiring  at  406-9973 

Reconciliation—Before Mass Sundays, and by ap-

pointment 

Marriage - 6 month preparation period as required 

by the diocese. See Fr. Armstrong 

 



~ STEWARDSHIP ~ 

Last Week 02/07/2021 $2,202.00 

Last Year 02/08/2020 $2,019.00 

Total for  August 

  

           $12,029.00 

 

 

Monthly Fiscal Year Budget $10,844.58 

  

 St. Joseph Ministries  

February 21, 2021 

Readers Linda Rauch 

Ushers Jim Lackovic, Bill Donaldson, 

Johnny Watts 

Servers  

EMHC  

Rosary  

  

Birthdays 
 

Sharon Behning 2/17 

Karen Meiring  2/19 

Jerry George  2/20 

    

 

      

     

    Anniversaries 

 

 

 

 

                      

 Please pray for our parishioners 

 Bill Jolly, Mary Lou Waruszewski, Angelo 

Miceli, Penny Hosford, Denise Dziura, for all 

that have received  Prayer Shawls-Comfort 

Blankets and those in our Book of Petitions 

 

 
     

     

 Mission Statement 

 

St. Joseph Catholic Community strives to 

strengthen the Kingdom of God thru our worship, 

service to others, spiritual growth and evangeliza-

tion. We are a family-oriented, welcoming commu-

nity, with Christ as our focus. We participate with 

and support the greater community in works that 

encourage strong families and community devel-

opment. Our growing family includes all age 

groups, caring for each other's needs. 

St Joseph Small Faith Community Scripture Studies   

Resume at future date Catholicism the Pivotal Players For questions, 

Sally Jackson 494-7340 

1st and 3rd Wednesday Evenings 6:30 pm, First Corinthians Contact 

Judy Curtin 494-0372 or  dtcurtin05@comcast.net starts  

2nd and 4th Wednesday 11:00am, Wisdom: God’s Vision for Life 

Contact Charley McDonald at 457-3818 

Coming in 2021 Unlocking the Mysteries of the Bible For questions, 

Bob Kapolka  865-414-6343 

2nd and 4th Thursday of the month  Catholicism the Pivotal Players 

7:00 pm,  Contact Beverly Froning  865-607-3627. 

If any parishioner is interested in joining an ongoing Scripture Study, 

please contact the group facilitator for details. 

Lent Daily Meditation Books, for adults and families, 

are available in the Parish Hall on the Spiritual Life 

table. 

=======================================================

Each Lent, Catholic families across the country unite 

to put their faith into action through prayer, fasting 

and almsgiving. Through CRS Rice Bowl, families learn 

about how our sisters and brothers across the globe 

overcome hardships like hunger and malnutrition, and 

how through Lenten alms, we have the power to 

make the world a better place for all. Pick up your 

CRS Rice Bowl today in the Parish Hall. 

=================================================== 

A second collection will be taken on Ash Wednesday, February 17th for 

the Church in Central and Eastern Europe that suffered so much under 

harsh Soviet communist rule. Great need remains for the Church in many 

of these countries as they are still unable to support their own renewal 

and growth. Your donation will help with the training of seminarians and 

lay leaders, youth ministry, pastoral and catechetical centers, schools, 

church construction and renovation, and evangelization through Catholic 

media. Thank you for your generous support. 

=============================================== 

Bill Jolly has a new address and would love to receive cards and greetings 

from you. 

Bill Jolly 

West Hills Health & Rehab room 507 

6801 Middlebrook Pike 

Knoxville, TN  37909 



  

 

Mass Intentions - For Mass intentions, 
contact Sally Jackson or Louann Lawrence 
in the office. 865-494-7746 
 

Parishioner Registration - New to the Par-
ish? Welcome!  Please register. Ask  an ush-
er for a registration form.   
 

Eucharistic Ministry Visits - contact 
Lynnette Currie - 865-494-2260 or the office 
to schedule eucharistic visits to home or hos-
pital. 
 

Sacristan (Altar Care) -  Contact Margaret 
Donaldson  603-1487 to help with altar care. 
 

Second Collections February 17, 2021– 
Church in Central and Eastern Europe  
 

HOW TO CONTACT US 

St. Joseph Website You can read each week’s 

bulletin online, http://www.sjnorris.org 

Calendar Events please fill out the form that is 

on the Parish Office door.  You can slip it un-

der the door of the Parish Office.   

Bulletin Announcements: Complete  form  on 

office door  or email  bulletin@sjnorris.org by Wednes-

day at 12:00 pm 

 

You can view an updated calendar by going to 

sjnorris.org and clicking on Calendar 

If you are on Facebook, 

check out the St Joseph 

page.  

 

 
 

February 17th’s Ash Wednesday service will be at 

6:00 p.m. at St Joseph. 

========================================================== 

On behalf of the Diocese, thank you to all who 
responded by mail or during our in-pew solicita-
tion for the Bishop's Appeal 2021.  If you have 
not completed the commitment form, and for 
those participating in an online or live-streamed 
Mass at home, you may give through a new 
TEXT TO GIVE platform that the Diocese is 
testing out for Bishops Appeal 2021.  Just text 
the word BISHOP to 865-345-5566. 

======================================================================== 

Stations of the Cross will be Friday, February 19th at 7p.m. No 

Soup Supper will be held and the First Communion Class will 

be leading. 

St Joseph’s Corner 
Prayers to St Joseph date back 

almost as far as Our Lord’s 

time. Although he came from 

King David’s noble lineage, St 

Joseph lived a life of great hu-

mility and devotion to his Holy 

Family as a carpenter. 

 

Oh, St. Joseph, whose protection 

is so great, so strong, so prompt 

before the throne of God. I place 

in you all my interests and de-

sires. 

Spiritual Life Inspiration  

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Lent starts Wednesday, Feb. 17th 

"Mardi Gras is strongly associated with feasting, parties and pa-
rades, but the original intent of the holiday and how it's kept by the 
faithful is much different. Fat Tuesday, as it is known in English, is 
a long-standing tradition of the Catholic Church and it marks the 
last day of ordinary time before the start of Lent, a time of fasting 
and repentance.   As Catholic Christianity spread throughout Eu-
rope during the first millennium, different cultures celebrated the 
last day before Lent in their own ways, adapting the practices to 
suit their cultures. In France, the holiday became particularly pop-
ular as people feasted on foods that would be given up during the 
forty days of Lent. Meats, eggs, and milk were finished off in one 
day, giving the holiday its French title of 'Mardi Gras' which means 
Fat Tuesday."  Catholic Online Website 

Senior Moments gatherings have been canceled until 

further notice any questions please contact Charley 

McDonald at 457-3818 

The next Prayer Shawl/Comfort Blanket gathering will be 

TBA. All are welcome. The Ministry offers Prayer 

Squares. Prayer Shawls and Comfort Blankets for ba-

bies, youth and adults. Items are available for all those 

wanting to experience the Lord’s healing, love, peace, 

comfort and guidance. 

DEATH IN THE FAMILY:  If you would like St. Joseph to share in your grief in 

the event of a family member’s death, please officially notify  the parish office. 

A Mass will be offered for the deceased at a date convenient to the family.    



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 19, 2021 - February 21, 2021 

Location: Christ Prince of Peace Retreat Center  

SEARCH helps Catholic high school juniors and seniors take a 

fresh look at their own faith journey, reflecting on their place 

within their families, schools, parishes and community as a 

disciple of Christ. This is accomplished through activities and 

experiences that lead participants to a renewed understand-

ing of Christ at work in their lives. SEARCH is facilitated by 

teens for teens with the guidance of adult SEARCH Coordina-

tors. The main focus of the retreat is three fold: Motivating 

the youth to seek a personal relationship with Christ. Getting 

young people involved with their respective parish-

es. Promoting leadership. 

============================================= 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

for a more detailed itinerary and registration information contact 

Lisa Morris 865-567-1245 or lisam@select-intl.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Diocese and Community Happenings 

mailto:lisam@select-intl.com



